Selkirk PAC Meeting Minutes

Date: May 26, 2026
Time: 6:30pm - 8:17pm

Welcome & Land Acknowledgment

Meeting called to order at 6:35pm

Attendees

In person: Bryan, Hailey, Oliver, Briana, Cedric, Richard, Pearl, Emily, Rose, Christina, Shal, Ramona,
Nancy, Vanessa, Lindsay, Jen, Alexis, Jess

Online: Jasmine, Michaela, Julie, Debbie, Kira
Administration: Liisa, Eve

Administration Updates

Staff & Leadership Changes

Vice-Principal Mme Liisa will be leaving Selkirk to join Strathcona Elementary. The school will be
welcoming Ms. Roslyn Reed, currently Vice-Principal at Kitchener Elementary

Mr. Patterson and Mr. Shawwash are both taking on other projects, and will not be teaching at
Selkirk next year.

School Programs & Student Learning

The first group went through the Bollywood Dance Program and it was well received by
students. The next group will move through over the next few weeks.

The Kelty Foundation initiative was a success

Teachers are currently completing year-end assessment and preparing Summary of Learning
reports.

Administration continues to track literacy development through reading and writing
assessments.

As part of provincial mandate, all Kindergarten students are screened twice annually for reading
development.

Kindergarten Transition

The "On Our Way to Kindergarten" event welcomed incoming Kindergarten students and
families.
Four Kindergarten classes are expected next year:

o Three English divisions

o One French Immersion division
This year's event was held in the library, allowing for more interaction and engagement with
students.



School Culture

Pride Day celebrations will take place on June 5.
o Activities will include:
= Aschool parade and celebration (School-wide participation with assigned
colours by grade)
= Diversity Club initiatives, including student-created bookmarks recognizing acts
of inclusion and allyship
= Read-aloud activities with primary students

School Events & Activities

The annual school-wide photo has been completed and is now displayed in the school.
School Streets activation and Bike to School Week (June 1-5) activities are underway.
The Hands Up Survey is being conducted this week.
Sports Day will take place on June 12:
o Primary students at Brewers Park (Gladstone Students designed the primary activities)
o Intermediate students on the Selkirk grounds (Grade 7 students designed the
intermediate activities)
o Sports Day snacks and refreshments have been arranged and approved, including
freezies

Grade 7 Activities & Ceremony

The Grade 7 Leaving Ceremony is scheduled for June 23 from 12:30-3:00 PM.

Volunteers are needed to help with decorating the gym, cleanup, Costco shopping and event
preparation, etc. Will tap into Grade 7 parents here.

Theme colours are gold, black, and silver.

Fundraising proceeds that have been raised to date are supporting the Grade 7 year-end
excursion, including a kayaking and hiking trip in Deep Cove.

$200 from PAC and $250 from School. 74 grads.

Music Program & Staffing Changes

Administration shared that music preparation time has been reassigned to the library program
for next year.

As a result, music will be taught by classroom teachers rather than a dedicated music specialist.
PAC members discussed advocacy opportunities for music education through DPAC, after PAC
member voiced their disappointment.

Grounds Update

Major drainage upgrades on the north side of the school will begin June 26 and continue
throughout the summer.

Existing drainage infrastructure will be replaced to address ongoing mud and drainage issues.
The area closest to the school will be paved with asphalt, while the lower section will be
restored with grass. (starting at the north corner of the spider web)

The work will also help prevent future plumbing issues at the school.



e  Construction fencing will be in place over the summer, but the project is expected to be
completed before students return in the fall.

Treasurer’s Update

e Bank balances as of May 26, 2026:
o General Account: $76,301.88
o Gaming Account: $4,266.71

Munchalunch Approval
Motion to prepay the Munchalunch invoice for the 2026/2027 school year.
Motion

e Motion: Alexis
e Seconded by: Jen

Vote

e In favour: All
e Opposed: None
e Abstained: None

Variety Grant Reallocation

Motion to reallocate $3,500 in remaining Variety Grant funds toward a Fall 2026 drumming workshop
residency. (The two-week residency will support student connection, community building, and cross-
class participation.)

Motion

e Motion:Jen
e Seconded by: Alexis

Vote

e In favour: All
e Opposed: None
e Abstained: None

Fundraising Updates
Growing Smiles Fundraiser
e The Growing Smiles fundraiser raised $878.25 for PAC initiatives.

Cookies for Katie



Cookies for Katie raised $2,256.35 this year

Over the past three years, the fundraiser has raised $7,209.25.

Through matching contributions from BC Dairy, the total impact of the fundraiser has reached
$14,418.50.

This year's Inclusion Award in Katie honour, was presented to Oliver Fraser.

DPAC Updates

No current DPAC music-focused working group exists.

Updates were shared regarding ongoing website-related matters, VSB budget discussions, and
district policy work.

A report indicated progress toward a balanced VSB budget.

School Liaison Officer (SLO) to return to school in new format. People are happier with the new
program, although the working group members couldn’t share how that information was
gathered.

Report being worked on around what animals are allowed in school/classrooms

Active Travel Committee

Families were encouraged to complete the Hands Up Survey and related parent engagement
activities.

Bike to School Week begins next week.

Bike Party: June 1, 3:00-5:00 PM, featuring bike decorating, face painting, music, and activities.
Classroom competition will recognize the highest rates of active transportation.

Bike Breakfast will take place on Friday morning during School Street activation.

The City of Vancouver has committed funding to continue School Street staffing next year.

Community Partnerships

The year-end extracurricular activities survey remains open through the end of May.
Choir and Band Concert: June 17 at 4:00 PM in the gym. All families are welcome to attend.

Other Business

Smart Phone Presentation: Parent Bryan Green shared information about delaying smartphone
use among children and discussed opportunities for parent education and advocacy.

o www.unpluggedcanada.com

o Consider signing the pledge to support delaying smartphone ownership

o A proposal was discussed to form a PAC committee focused on smartphones, smart

devices, and digital wellness.

o Please see attached documents for more information

PAC Executive and Committee recruitment is underway for 2026/2027



http://www.unpluggedcanada.com/

o Available roles include Vice President, Co-Secretary, DPAC Representative, Grade 7
Representative, and JEDI Committee support.
o The DPAC Representative role was highlighted as an opportunity to strengthen Selkirk's
voice at the district level and report back on VSB and DPAC initiatives.
o The Grade 7 Representative role focuses on coordinating fundraising and
communications with Grade 7 families.
o PAC continues to welcome volunteers interested in supporting fundraising efforts and
other committee activities.
o Interested caregivers are encouraged to reach out to learn more about available
opportunities.
e  WhatsApp Community will be launched in the Fall to support Caregiver Whatsapp Chats. Please
see attached presentation for more information.
e Lost and Found items will be cleared out on June 24.
e A School Renaming Committee is being formed as part of the district process.
e The Teresa Maier Award will continue to recognize one English and one French Grade 7 student
annually.
e The School-Wide Picnic is scheduled for June 19. Families are invited to bring their own picnic
meals and enjoy the community event.

Meeting Adjourned

Meeting ended at 8:17pm

Upcoming Meetings

e PAC Executive Meeting: June 18, 2026
e Next All PAC Meeting: Fall 2026

Follow the Selkirk PAC on Facebook and at:
Selkirk PAC Website



https://selkirkelementary.com/?utm_source=chatgpt.com

UNPLUGGED CANADA: RETHINKING
SMARTPHONES FOR KIDS

Our kids deserve a childhood filled with real connections, creativity and play. Together we can create a
supportive environment to delay the introduction of smartphones for our children.

EARLY SMARTPHONE DELAYING ACCESS
USE IS LINKED TO: :
Experts recommend delaying
* Addictive behaviors smartphones until at least age 14 and
* Attention difficulties social media until at least age 16.

¢« Decreased social skiils

* Anxiety & depression

¢ Exposure to traumatizing
content

* Child exploitation

WHAT IF MY KID ALREADY HAS
STAY CONNECTED SMARTPHONE ACCESS?

Delaying isn't for every family and that's
ok! Consider making smartphones safer:

Alternatives exist to help
kids stay connected.

+ landlines : ;

« fiip phones * Remove social media apps

« basic watches (Garmen) ¢ Limit to in~home use in shared spaces

s Pinwheel phone (2 parent- only {unless medically necessary)
controlled phone without * Replace with a basic phone or watch
internet browsers or social when they leave the house
media apps). * Avoid unsupervised internet access

JO'N TOGETHER Together, we have the

power to decrease the
social pressure for our

g, children to have a
%}

SIGN THE UNPLUGGED CANADA PLEDGE

TALK TO OTHER PARENTS YOU KNOW

ADVOCATE FOR PHONE-FREE SCHOOLS
FROM BELL-TO-BELL

smartphone. Take action
and sign the pledge today!

LEARN Visit Unplugged Canada
MORE for more information.

| un |plugged




Through advocacy,
resources, and an online
pledge, we encourage
parents to delay
smartphones until at
least age 14.

lugg

Canada
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CAREGIVER WHATSAPP
COMMUNITY



INTRO

Purpose:
To create a simple, organized, caregiver-run system for sharing information and supporting classroom

community.

Why we're launching this:
e Class chats are currently inconsistent and hard to set up

e Teachers cannot facilitate without guidelines
e Caregivers want a reliable way to connect
e Helps build community across families and divisions

What it is:
A single WhatsApp Community for our school, with:
e One school-wide announcement space (PAC-led..think fundraiser and hot lunch reminders)
e Individual class/division caregiver chats
e Standardized guidelines for all groups
e Caregiver moderators to keep chats running smoothly



WHAT CLASS CHATS ARE
FORL

APPROPRIATE LSES: NOT INTENDPEDP FOR:
e Playdates e Complaints about teachers or the school
e Class reminders e Sensitive issues or conflict
e [ost & founc e Sharing children’s photos without
e Birthday party questions permission
e Group gift coordination for teachers e (ff-topic or excessive messaging

e PAC updates & school-related info
e General peer support



CUILELINES AT A CLANCE

Caregivers agree to:
e Be respectful
e Stay on topic
e Protect privacy (no photos of children without permission)
e Assume good intentions
e Be mindful of notifications

If guidelines are not followed:
e There will be a clear, consistent escalation process ¢

v

e Repeated or serious violations may result in removal from the Community



VOLUNTEER MORPERATORS NEEEIHR

Each class needs 1-2 caregiver moderators to:
e Welcome caregivers
e Keep chats positive and on-topic
e Remind members of guidelines

e Use the escalation process when needed
e Contact PAC if issues continue
e Use pre-written response templates to address common issues quickly and consistently

Time commitment:
Minimal — occasional reminders or gentle nudges.

How moderators will be selected:
q e Farly September: Caregivers receive a form after class placements are released
e Caregivers can volunteer & select their child’s division

; e PAC confirms moderators by mid-September
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SELKIRKELEMENTARY.COM
SELKIRK LORDSELKIRKPAC@GMAIL.COM
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