
Tuesday, January 21, 2025 6:30-8:00pm 
All PAC Meeting Minutes 
Location: School Library 
 
Meeting called to order: 6:35pm 
 
Welcome Alexis: Land Acknowledgements 
 
Any items to add to the agenda? 

-​ Who do you talk to add certain extracurricular activities? Christina, and also Parent 
survey in May to give your feedback 

-​ Note to talk about lunch bags before meeting end 
 
Selkirk Admin Update - Eve & Liisa 
 
Eve welcomed Erin McFadden - VP at Selkirk Annex 
Liisa had to be excused from today's meeting 
 
School learning plan - working with students 

-​ Trying to make learning visible so it makes sense to students as it is all about them 
-​ Learning literacy - asking students what does learning how to read and write look like in 

class, talked about indigenous practices, kids made powerful connections and bridge 
gaps 

K-5 - Dumpsta Dragons 
-​ Instruments from around the world, explained origins 
-​ Goal that music is everywhere and can bring so much joy 

Safer Space presentations 
-​ Offered by District mental health and social emotional learning team 
-​ Gr 4-5 being digital citizens, risks and resources 
-​ Gr 6-7 deeper into online exploitation piece and how that could look like with AI 
-​ Staff feedback that really good to support teachings 
-​ Presented by Children of the Street - Plea 

Technology update 
-​ Supposed to happen before winter break, currently in progress 
-​ 60 ipads that need to be replaced, trade for new ones 
-​ Oldest Dell to new Macbooks - goal is to have class sets 
-​ No cost to school, Do not need to touch our technology budget for those updates 

Sports 
-​ Basketball season beginning 

-​ No junior basketball girls team 
-​ 3 teams: Junior Boys, Senior Boys and Senior Girls 
-​ Coaches: Mr Hayes, Bobby from parent community, Mr Patterson, Miss 

Reeghan, Miss Laurie 
-​ Demand of staff is greater: scoring, refereeing, coaching all at once 



 
-​ Can maybe give volunteer hours to Gladstone students to help 
-​ Miss Reeghan reached out that need more resources 

-​ Gym equipment removed off wall, and hoops being replaced thanks to Royale funds 
-​ Jan 23 backboards will arrive, hoping they can be replaced on 27th proD 
-​ 4 new basketball hoops, PE teachers very excited 
-​ If need parent volunteers, PAC requested Eve to let know and we can send out 

call out 
-​ Flag football - Andrew of Trojans Football coming during lunch time 

Gladstone School & Van Tech 
-​ Celebrated the talent of their students. 
-​ Gladstone invited Selkirk, was great to make connections and bridge gap 

Pro D - Jan 27th, aligned with Annex, different day than other schools 
Lion Dance - Jan 29th, celebrating Lunar New Year 
Month of February will be focussed on love and caring adults and families in our lives 

-​ Asked teachers how can invite families in 
-​ All together in it for the children 

Dance 
-​ 2 shows through Jess Dance - instructor can speak french and English (hip hop) 
-​ Gr 6-7 students had workshop in past and very excited to have instructor back 

Selkirk Royale Feb 28th 
Saleema Noon  March 3-6 
Middle Year Development Index  - Assessment for Gr 6 looks at social/emotional data 
Early Development Index - 2 KG teachers started.  Make observations and gather the data 
 
Open to comments/questions: 

-​ Any resources to support families with all that is going on in the world - around anxiety 
students or families may be experiencing 

-​ Not formally school wide 
-​ Teachers have daily circles where children share. Eve will check in with staff what 

else can do 
-​ Counselor is away on mat leave. We do have Miss Laurie youth and family 

worker and Miss Mani that can help as well with classwide support 
-​ Maybe PAC can send some resources in newsletter such as Family resource 

center at BC Children's Hospital and anxiety/mental health and support, or tie in 
with speakers scheduled upcoming year 

-​ Perhaps can include resources around Earth Day and climate anxiety 
-​ How many kids have kids in Annex and Main School- Eve will look at numbers 

 
Treasurer’s Updates - Rose 

-​ General Bank Account $50.673.96 
-​ Gaming Account $16,310.14 
-​ Need to pay out gym equipment purchased 
-​ Received fundraising money from Purdys 



-​ Paid out the field trip money 
-​ Looking good 

 
Fundraising Updates - Janet 

-​ Selkirk Royale Feb 28th 
-​ Volunteers have early access to tix, already open, 130 sold 
-​ Tix on sale this Thursday 7pm 
-​ Total of 300 tix 
-​ Silent auction - deadline is Jan 31st 
-​ Over 9K in sponsorship already. Expenses for Royale are that approximately this 

amount. That means everything that is purchased at the event through auction, 
ticket sales, drinks goes towards the children and school. Goal is 30K 

-​ All licensing is in place such as permit, insurance, casino licence, liquor license 
-​ The Pie Hole is a new fundraising effort, possibly to take place of Purdy’s sale if 

successful.  20 percent of sales go back to the school, frozen/fresh/savory/sweet pies. 
Different in that place order online and pies picked up directly from Pie Hole. Families 
will hear from PAC email/social media for more information. Post spring break. 

 
Community Partnerships Updates - Lindsay 

-​ No photography class this term, possibly in Spring on different day (Thursday possibly), 
enrollment too low to run 

-​ Comment from attendee: Surprised that iphone allowed for photography, based 
on current VSB rules of no phones 

-​ Appropriate and applicable use of technology does align with the curriculum. 
Students were reminded to keep their technology in their bags and only used in 
their photography class. 

-​ Professor Puffins - curricular links to learning, Monday in Frame basement, few spaces 
available. Teambased learning with puzzles, challenges, games. Gr 1-4.  

-​ Question from attendee: What is the status of enrollment in all the programs?  
-​ Perhaps need to track the success of programs based on enrollment 
-​ Spring Survey is useful for that information 

-​ Question from attendee: Is there track and field available this year? Possibly. BC 
Athletics reached out to offer training to staff (free) to properly teach kids how to throw 
shot put/run etc. Staff are already stretched, so it's hard to find a teacher sponsor.  

-​ Please feel free to share any programs that you would like to see to PAC 
 
DPAC Updates - Oliver 

-​ Media release Jan 14th that opening up a survey about student exclusion 
-​ Idea is that students are being excluded from education and mostly happens to 

students with diverse needs. Increasing. Parents that are concerned have 
reached out and an investigation is being launched. .  

-​ DPAC has working groups, volunteer groups of parents. One of them is the 
Inclusive education working group. Ameila from our school is one of the parents 
part of that working group that has published  a report and examination 



advocating for equity within education. Report on DPAC website.  Has 
information on learning support and compare VSB to Burnaby and Surrey. 
Vancouver is lacking in this frontier.  

-​ Tomorrow, Wed Jan 22 7pm zoom meeting, can get the link to see the working 
group do question and answers and open to the public. DPAC website 

-​ Thursday,Jan 23  monthly DPAC meeting and other working groups will present 
-​ A Mandate letter went out to the education minister, highlighting looking at 

childcare within BC public schools (before/after). Focus on school staffing. Focus 
on Indigenous graduation ranks 

-​ NDP has not released a budget for education, so that will be a big factor if can 
reach goals 

-​ VSB has a podcast called After the Bell, available on VSB website or where you get 
podcasts 

 
Active Travel Updates - Nancy 

-​ Love to have more volunteers for school streets, both before and/or afterschool on 
Friday. QR code to sign up for shifts below. Every day in May! 

 
Field Improvement Committee - Alexis 

-​ Goal for functioning grass field 
-​ Will only go through if VSB gives approval, have not gotten to that point 
-​ Jasmine and Andrew part of committee with Alexis 
-​ North field has bad drainage and results in a mud pit. Multiple work orders put in, 

attempts  but unsuccessful in alleviating issues. 
-​ Biggest challenge if VSB will approve. Registered landscape architect has to be hired 

through VSB. Idea of possible cost sharing with VSB, grants, local business funding. 
Could be a 4-5 year project. Getting kids involved, making it an education piece.  

-​ Ongoing maintenance cost. 
-​ DPAC also has a facilities committee and that might be a place to research. Another 

similar school that went though the same process is Norquay - they had a Landscape 
architect involved, vision was devised, but was not successful. Unsure why the progress 
was halted. Alexis has reached out for feedback. Lots of pieces to explore, will update. 

 
Other 

-​ Hot Lunch containers (Rose) 



-​ Look for funds to have collapsible thermal boxes for food distribution so food lies 
flat, will allow for process to be more food safe 

-​ Trial 1-2, then can purchase 10+ more, will comeback with a proper budget 
-​ Budget of $10/container, 29 divisions 

-​ Lunch bags 
-​  student lost lunchbox and then parent explored how lunch boxes are moved 

around in school 
-​ Kids carrying lunch boxes to and from class, challenging for students to keep 

track, lunch boxes fall out/lost 
-​ Perhaps students can count the number of lunch boxes they have before and 

after delivery. 
-​ Anti-racism workshop info (Lindsay) 

-​ Students already getting workshops with Nigel and their teachers (Destine works 
closely with Nigel) 

-​ Workshop online Feb 4th 7-8:30pm for parents with Destine: zoom link and full 
blurb tomorrow, come with enthusiasm and curiosity. RSVP to Selkirk PAC to get 
a zoom link. If great attendance would love to keep thinking about what other 
types of workshops we can facilitate in our community. This parent workshop is 
funded by PAC and will support the work being done in the school. 

-​ Saleema Noon parent info session Feb 24, online, 6:30pm - Zoom link will be shared via 
email 

-​ Tech for hybrid meetings, will review 
-​ Advocating for AED in elementary schools 

-​ Jasmine talking with Toby, a student from Point Grey who is leading the AED 
push in highschools. He is meeting with the Premier and Minister of Education on 
Friday. Asked for advocates from our school for AEDs to write a letter. Short 
turnaround time, need by Jan 22nd evening. Reach out to PAC if you can support 
it.   

-​ Almost 70 adults in school at a given time, this could be life saving.  
-​ Variety grant application (Shal) 

-​ Submitted application to Variety Schools grant, matching of up to $10K raised by 
school to make it more accessible for a total initiative of up to $20K. We feel we 
can raise the $10K from Royale and other fundraisers already in progress. 
Submitted application for $19,979.90 to increase school accessibility with wish 
list of items such as under desk pedal bikes for each class, bean bag 
compression chairs, noise cancellation headphones, outdoor covered sandpit 
with sensory tools.  

-​ Application being reviewed this week, hopefully will hear back soon 
 

Questions? 
-​ Outdoor basketball hoops do not have nets. Possible for parent to install nets (total of 6). 

Previously, nets were stolen. PAC will look into it. Eve to ask Alex to put tether ball out 
more frequently  

Adjourn Meeting: 8:14 pm  



Next All PAC meeting: March 4th, 2025 
PAC Exec Meeting: April 3rd, 2025 
 
Follow the Selkirk PAC on Facebook and website https://selkirkelementary.com 
Attendees:  
Administration: Eve Gagnon, Erin McFadden  
In Person: Alexis Davis, Lindsay Cunningham, Jasmine Lee, Janet Edmison, Oliver Kollar, 
Jessica Bow, Shal Duggal Sharma, Alison Gallagher, Iona Bonamis, Robyn Leuty, Cindy Xie, 
Julie Deveau, Christina Grammenos, Andrew Seeton, Richard Gee 
Online: Rose Houser, Nancy Manning, Briana B. 

https://selkirkelementary.com

