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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Lord Selkirk Elementary was one of four schools participating in the City of Vancouver
2015/2016 School Active Travel Program (SATP). This process seeks to improve the safety
and comfort of walking and cycling to school, and to encourage more students and families
to use active transportation modes to get to and from school. SATP directly supports the
City of Vancouver Transportation 2040 policy and actions related to creating higher quality
walking and cycling routes to schools.
The SATP process is community-based and involved members of the School Travel Planning
Committee (Selkirk Principal and PAC) and the Municipal Steering Committee (including
members from Vancouver School Board, City of Vancouver Engineering, City of Vancouver
Parking Enforcement, Vancouver Police Department, and other advisory groups).
SATP Process
The School Travel Planning Committee, parents and students provided input into the SATP
process through a site walkabout, take-home travel survey and in-class travel survey. From
this information, transportation challenges and opportunities were identified. This report
represents the initial year of the SATP program, and the action plan (Appendix A) is
intended to guide all stakeholder actions until the follow-up report anticipated in Fall 2017.
School Travel Patterns
•

The majority of families walk to or from school (approx. 50%). Families that drive to or
from school are approximately 37%

•

Of the families who drive to or from school, the parents would allow their child to
walk or cycle if they were older, not alone, lived closer, safer routes were created or
speeds were reduced around school

Transportation Challenges
•

The need for comfortable and safe pedestrian crossing facilities around school
intersections

•

Visibility concerns on the existing raised crosswalk at Commercial Street and E 22nd
Avenue

•

Speeding concerns on Commercial Street and Welwyn Street around the school zone

•

Concerns at nearby signalized intersections related to long crossing distances and the
need for additional crossing time for pedestrians
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•

The lack of walking/cycling education and encouragement programs for students

Key Action Items
•

Improve visibility of the raised crosswalk paint at Commercial Street and E 22nd
Avenue by adding zebra markings

•

Install speed humps on Welwyn Street and Commercial Street

•

Install a zebra-marked crosswalk and a curb bulge at Welwyn Street and E 22nd
Avenue

•

Install a zebra-marked crosswalk and curb ramps at Commercial Street and E 20th
Avenue

•

Increase pedestrian crossing times at signalized intersections, including Victoria Drive
at E 26th Avenue and Kingsway at Miller Street

•

Improve sightlines at E 22nd Avenue and Fleming Street by requesting hedge
trimming by property owner

•

Provide bike education training for students through HUB cycling

•

Provide pedestrian safety presentations for students by the Vancouver Police
Department

•

Develop best routes for walking and cycling to school map and distribute to Selkirk
families
Figure ES1 – Proposed infrastructure improvements
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1

INTRODUCTION

The City of Vancouver’s School Active Travel Program (SATP) is a community-based
process that seeks to improve the safety and comfort of walking and cycling to school, and
to encourage more students and families to use active transportation modes to get to and
from school. It uses a collaborative approach that involves all relevant stakeholders and
enables communities to define the root causes of their schools’ transportation challenges.
The program includes the development of an Action Plan for each school that outlines tasks
and the parties responsible to help mitigate these challenges. This program is run annually at
4 – 6 schools in Vancouver, and included Lord Selkirk Elementary for the 2015/16 program.
The School Active Travel Plan is the final delivery component of the SATP process and is a
document that provides guidance for the school. It should be revisited regularly by all
parties mentioned in the Action Plan (including the City, the school, Vancouver School Board
etc.) in order to update the status of Action Plan items and to incorporate future evaluation
findings.
SATP supports two of the City of Vancouver’s Transportation 2040 plan goals (For more
information http://vancouver.ca/streets-transportation/transportation-2040.aspx):
•

The majority of trips (over two-thirds) will be made on foot, bicycle or public transit
by 2040

•

Vancouver’s ultimate safety goal is zero traffic-related fatalities - to eliminate all
fatalities from its transportation system. A special emphasis will be placed on safety
for at-risk groups (e.g. children, seniors, and those with mobility challenges)

Some of the action items and policies to support the goals include:
•

Promote walking and cycling as fun, practical, and healthy transportation choices.

•

Continue a “safe routes to school” program (i.e. SATP) that connects schools to their
surrounding neighbourhood with high quality walking and cycling routes for at least
one block

•

Implement promotional strategies that encourage students to use active travel modes
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Figure 1 – City of Vancouver Transportation 2040 Plan
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1.1

School Active Travel Planning Process

At each individual school, the SATP process is led by a facilitator who convenes a School
Committee comprised of staff, parents, administration, and other community stakeholders.
The Committee outlines specific active school travel challenges and solutions, developing
the foundation and specifics for each school’s School Active Travel Plan. Figure 2 shows the
timeline of the process and the deliverables.
SATP is a revision of the City of Vancouver’s Safe & Active School Transportation Program
which has been in place since 2012. HASTe BC and HUB Cycling was contracted by the City
of Vancouver to facilitate the initial SATP process for Lord Selkirk Elementary, which
included the travel data collection and walkabout. The school follow up process will be
conducted by the City of Vancouver.
Figure 2 - School Travel Planning Process
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1.2

Stakeholders and Engagement Process

The SATP process for Lord Selkirk Elementary involved working and coordinating with a
School Travel Planning Committee and a Municipal Steering Committee. Key members of
each are listed below:
School Travel Planning Committee:
•

Principal of Lord Selkirk Elementary

•

Lord Selkirk Elementary Parent Advisory Committee (PAC)

Municipal Steering Committee:
•

SATP Facilitator

•

Vancouver Coastal health

•

City of Vancouver Engineering

•

TravelSmart

•

City of Vancouver Parking

•

BCAA

Enforcement

•

ICBC

•

Vancouver School Board

•

BEST BC

•

Vancouver Police Department

•

HUB Cycling

SATP stakeholders and committee members were kept up-to-date with the progress in a
number of ways. Regular email updates were sent to all stakeholders including the municipal
steering committee. Information sharing and open dialogue was encouraged among
stakeholders. Meetings with the municipal steering committee were held every 2 – 3 months
with notes distributed by email. Drafts of the School Active Travel Plan were reviewed and
approved by members of the Municipal Steering Committee.
Lord Selkirk Elementary students provided input through in-class surveys conducted by
HASTe BC. Parents provided input through take-home surveys, Parent Advisory Committee
(PAC) meetings with HASTe BC, and participating in the school walkabout (discussed in
Section 4.1).
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2

ABOUT LORD SELKIRK ELEMENTARY

Lord Selkirk Elementary (Selkirk) is an English and French Immersion dual track elementary
school in east Vancouver located at 1750 E 22nd Avenue, in the Kensington-Cedar Cottage
neighbourhood. A map of Selkirk’s catchment area is shown in Figure 3.
The school enrolls approximately 700 students from Kindergarten to Grade 7, making it the
largest elementary school in the Vancouver School Board. Regular school hours are Monday
through Friday from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM. Selkirk also hosts Books & Breakfast which runs
every morning before school from 8:15 AM to 8:45 AM where students enjoy a light breakfast
and a chance to connect with staff.
Figure 3 - Selkirk Catchment Area

Selkirk also hosts StrongStart BC every Monday to Friday from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm which is
a free drop-in program providing quality early learning experiences for kids 5 years and
younger and their caregivers. Therefore, daily additional travel to and from the school occurs
outside of regular school hours.
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2.1

Existing Street Network

The surrounding street network consists mostly of the following roads:
•

Local residential streets (e.g. E 22nd Avenue, Welwyn Street, Miller Street, Commercial
Street) provide access to properties, support low vehicle volume and traffic speeds,
sidewalks on at least one side of the road

•

Secondary arterial streets (e.g. Victoria Drive) have the primary function to support
vehicle traffic movement. Main intersections controlled are by traffic signals and the
speed limit usually 50 km/hr

•

Arterial streets (e.g. Kingsway, Knight, E King Edward Avenue) have the primary
function to support vehicle traffic movement. Typical daily volumes can be greater
than 20,000 vehicles and protected facilities for cyclists are desirable. There are
sidewalks on both sides and the speed limit is 50 km/hr

Pick-up/drop-off operations for Selkirk occur mostly along E 22nd Avenue and Welwyn
Street. There is a 30 km/hr speed limit and speed humps on E 22nd Avenue near the school.
There is also a 30 km/hr speed limit on Commercial Street and Welwyn Street around the
school grounds. See Figure 5 for the existing walking, cycling, and transit infrastructure near
the school.

2.2

Existing Pedestrian Infrastructure

The existing streets surrounding Selkirk generally provide sidewalks on both sides, except
for Commercial Street which has sidewalks on one side only. There is a raised crosswalk at
the intersection of Commercial Street and E 22nd Avenue (see Figure 4), which is one of the
main pedestrian entrances to the school entrance.
Pedestrian signals are located on Victoria Drive at E 22nd Avenue and E 26th Avenue, and on
Kingsway at Dumfries Street and Miller Street. Full signals are located at the intersections of
Victoria at Kingsway, Kingsway at Knight Street, and Knight Street at E King Edward
Avenue. A semi-actuated signal is located at Kingsway at E King Edward Avenue.
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Figure 4 - E 22nd Avenue at Commercial Street

Existing Cycling Infrastructure

2.3

The Dumfries Street local street bikeway is located 3 blocks (250 m) west of the school.
From E 33rd Avenue to E 15th Avenue, Dumfries Street is traffic-calmed with a 30 km/hr
speed limit (as per all designated bikeways). Gladstone Street bikeway is located
approximately 650 m east of Selkirk on Gladstone Street and is also traffic-calmed.

2.4

Existing Transit Infrastructure

There are several transit stops along Kingsway and Victoria Drive that are served by the
following bus routes:
•

Kingsway transit routes:
o

Route #19 (N19) Stanley Park/Metrotown – from Stanley Park to Metrotown
Station via W Georgia Street, W Pender Street, Main Street and Kingsway

o

Route #25 Brentwood Station/UBC – from Brentwood Station to UBC via E
22nd Avenue, Kingsway, King Edward Avenue, and W 16th Avenue

•

Victoria Drive transit routes:
o

Route #20 (N20) Victoria/Downtown – from Downtown (near Granville
SkyTrain Station) to Harrison Loop via E Hastings Street, Commercial Drive,
and Victoria Drive

•

Knight Street transit routes:
o

Route #22 Knight/Downtown – from Burrard Station to SE Marine Drive via W
Pender Street, Clark Street and Knight Street
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Figure 5 - Existing Conditions
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3

SCHOOL TRAVEL PATTERNS

School travel data at Selkirk was collected through a variety of methods including student
hands-up surveys and family take-home surveys. Baseline hands-up and family take-home
surveys were completed in November 2015 and facilitated by HASTe BC. The City of
Vancouver will undertake follow-up data collection and reporting, typically two years after
the study, during the same month the baseline data was captured.

3.1

Student Hands-Up Survey Results

Teachers asked students to raise their hands to identify their method of travel both to and
from school over the course of one school week (5 days). 16 divisions of students from
Kindergarten to Grade 7 participated in hands-up surveys in November 2015, totaling
approximately 305 students. The results of the hands-up survey are shown in Figure 6.
Figure 6 - Travel Mode Share To/From School from Hands-Up Survey
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Results from the hands-up survey indicate that the most popular travel mode is walking with
approximately half of students walk to and from school. The second most popular mode is
by car with approx. 40% representation. Additionally around 10% of students reported at
least walking part-way (1 or 2 blocks of their trip).
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3.2

Family Take-Home Survey Results

Family take-home surveys were sent in November 2015. Families were asked to complete
the survey and return it to the school within one week. Families were asked about their
child(ren)’s travel choices to and from school, factors that influenced transportation
decisions, and local transportation concerns. A total of 240 families (representing 35% of the
school population) completed the take-home survey at Selkirk, and 96% of those families
expressed support for SATP efforts. Parents were also asked various other questions about
their travel choices in the take-home survey. The survey questionnaire and more detailed
results can be found in Appendix C and D.
Key findings from this survey are presented below.

o

Mode share: the take-home survey yielded similar results to in-class survey with the
most popular travel mode being walking with around half of families walking to and
from school (see Figure 7). The second most popular mode of transportation was by
car with one third representation.
Figure 7 – Travel Mode Share to/from school from Take-home Survey
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Distance travelled to school: approximately 40% of families live within 0.5 km of
Selkirk (approximately 6 – 7 minutes walking or 2 minutes biking), and over two thirds
of these families reported that they walk to/from school. Around a fifth of these
students are driven to/from school (see Figure 8).
Figure 8 - Distance Travelled to School
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Reasons for driving: parents cited distance, being on the way to somewhere else, and
convenience as the main reasons for driving their children (see Figure 9). Traffic
safety and personal safety concerns ranked lower suggesting that safety concerns
play a less significant role for parents in determining transportation choices.
Figure 9 - Reasons for driving Child(ren) to/from School
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Parents allowing child(ren) to walk/bike: among the families that reported driving
to/from school, the most popular conditions in which they would allow walking would
be if their child(ren) were older, shorter distance and if they were not alone (see
Figure 10 - Figure 11).
Figure 10 - Parents would allow child to walk to/from school if..
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Figure 11 - Parents would allow child to bike to/from school if...
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For the case of cycling to /from school parents reported they would allow their
children to cycle if they were older, safer routes existed and there was reduced traffic,
Common “other” responses related to the child not knowing how to bike or not
owning a bike. This suggests an opportunity to add biking to the school curriculum to
teach students how to bike. The results also show an opportunity to promote active
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transportation to older students at Selkirk and/or introduce a “buddy system” for
walking or biking.
-

Travel modes based on age: survey data suggests that a larger percentage of
younger students (58%) walk to/from school more than older students. The data also
shows cycling percentages are larger among older students (see Figure 12).
Figure 12 – Travel Mode Share by Age
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Feelings of safety: 81% of all families agreed or strongly agreed that the
neighbourhood is safe (see Figure 13).
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Figure 13 - Neighbourhood is safe
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Selkirk parent

“Walking to school with my 8-year
old every day is a good way for me
as a mom to communicate or have
that bond with my son. We talk, we
laugh, we appreciate the weather;
it's fun and also it's a good exercise
for us both.”
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4

SCHOOL TRAVEL CHALLENGES

4.1

Walkabout

HASTe BC staff facilitated a community walkabout in the vicinity of Lord Selkirk Elementary.
The walkabout allowed the SATP facilitator and community stakeholders to become more
familiar with the school and neighbourhood, and provided an opportunity for parents and
staff to highlight areas of concern or interest.
The walkabout at Selkirk took place on February 29, 2016. The walkabout was attended by
parents, school administration and members of the Municipal Steering Committee who
observed morning travel patterns and toured the area to investigate and examine concerns.
Primary issues are illustrated in the map located in Appendix D and are described in more
detail in the following sections.

4.2

Traffic safety around the school zone

The majority of safety concerns focused on the speed and volume of vehicle traffic along
Welwyn Street and Commercial Street. Parents cited concerns about mid-block pickup/drop-off activity. Parents also reported that drivers use lanes and driveways near the
school to turn around.

4.3

Pedestrian crossing facilities around the school zone

Parents reported the need for improved pedestrian facilities around the school zone,
including marked crosswalks at the intersections of E 22nd Avenue & Welwyn Street, and
Commercial Street & E 20th Avenue (see Figure 14).
Figure 14 - E 22nd Avenue at Welwyn Street
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4.4

Traffic safety on Commercial Street

Parents cited pick-up/drop-off activity occurring close to the intersection of Commercial
Street and E 22nd Avenue which narrows the street and compromises sightlines for students
walking. Parents also mentioned the need for improved visibility at the existing raised
crosswalk at Commercial Street and E 22nd Avenue, which leads to one of the main
entrances of the school. The south entrance to the school yard on Commercial Street was
noted to be frequently used as an access point although there is no sidewalk on the west
side of the road (see Figure 15).
Figure 15 - Commercial Street school yard access

4.5

Pedestrian crossing on arterial streets

Parents raised concerns about the safety of pedestrian crossings on surrounding arterial
streets such as Victoria Drive, Knight Street and Kingsway (see Figure 16). Concerns related
to the long crossing distances and not enough pedestrian crossing time.
Figure 16 - Kingsway at Miller Street
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5

SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION GOALS &
ACTION PLAN

The concerns identified through the SATP process will be addressed through a
multidisciplinary

approach,

including

interventions

through

engineering,

education,

engagement and enforcement. The goals and recommendations outlined are based on
consultation with the Selkirk school community, observations of school transportation issues
and infrastructure, and conversations between stakeholders. As they are implemented,
monitoring their impact will help determine whether the Action Plan is on the right track and
allow it to be modified and updated as necessary to ensure effectiveness.

I.

Improve Safety and Comfort of Pedestrians around the School

In order to enhance the safety, comfort and convenience of students and families walking to
and from Selkirk, the City of Vancouver plans to make the following signage and
infrastructure upgrades shown in Figure 17 (also outlined in the Action Plan in Appendix A):
Figure 17 – Proposed infrastructure improvements
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A) To improve comfort of pedestrians at the intersection of Welwyn Street and E 22nd
Avenue (east leg), a zebra marked crosswalk and a curb bulge will be installed on the
east leg of the intersection. Curb bulges are an extension of the curb into the parking
lane at intersections to reduce pedestrian crossing distances, and improve visibility
between motorists and pedestrians.
B) Installation of Zebra marked crosswalk and curb ramps at Commercial Street and E
20th Avenue (north leg). Marked crosswalks alert motorists to expect pedestrians and
indicate a preferred pedestrian crossing location. Additionally, to provide full
accessibility for people using wheelchairs, walkers, and/or strollers, a curb ramp will
be installed in the south end of the crosswalk.
C) To improve visibility of the raised crosswalk at Commercial Street and E 22nd Avenue:
pavement markings will be reinforced by adding zebra markings (see Figure 18).
Figure 18 - Commercial Street at E 22nd Avenue

D) To reduce speed of traffic around the school zone: speed humps will be installed at
the following locations:
•

3900 block Welwyn Street (between E 22nd Avenue and the laneway)

•

3900 block Commercial Street (between E 22nd Avenue and the laneway)

E) Retiming of pedestrian crossing times at select signalized intersections to allow for
additional time, in order to accommodate users that may be walking at slower
walking speeds. Signals were timed previously for a walking speed of 1.2 m/s, changed
to 1.0 m/s. The intersections reviewed included:
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•

Victoria Drive at E 26th Avenue

•

Kingsway at Miller Street

F) Improve sightlines at E 22nd Avenue and Fleming Street through requesting hedge
trimming by the property owner(s).

II.

Educate and Encourage Active and Safe Travel to School

The creation of the School Active Travel Plan gives the parents, staff at Selkirk and other
stakeholders the opportunity to promote active and sustainable travel to school. This can be
achieved through a combination of education, encouragement and special events that
highlight the health, safety, and environmental benefits of walking and cycling to school. Key
actions are summarized below (also outlined in the Action Plan in Appendix A):
A) Best Walking and Cycling Routes Map: the map was developed by HASTe BC and
provides students/families with the recommended walking/biking routes to school.
Including locations of all existing crosswalks, traffic signals, pedestrian signals,
designated bikeways, transit stops and other relevant amenities (see Figure 19).
B) Bike to School Week: since the start of SATP at Selkirk, active travel promotion
activities have taken place. Bike to School Week took place from May 30 to June 3,
2016. Selkirk logged approximately 320 bike trips and 420 walking or scootering trips
across the week for a total of 750 active trips. Extensive promotion was done
including posters, bike tune-up stations and daily prizes. Celebration stations were set
up every morning with refreshments and stickers for all students who participated.

C) Bike Education: HUB cycling provided bike education training during fall 2015 for all
grade 4 and 5 students.

Bike to School Week
coordinator

“Setting up a daily prize draw with
small prizes really brought the
students back every day.”
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Figure 19 - Best Walking and Cycling Routes Map
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6

NEXT STEPS

Appendix A identifies action items to be achieved in the short to medium-term (i.e. 2 -3
years), and the organizations responsible to undertake these actions. A follow-up of the
SATP to be completed by the City of Vancouver in Fall 2017. The objectives of the follow up
study are to:
•

Evaluate the impacts of the program, assessing if school upgrades encouraged more
students/families to choose active travel modes to/from school;

•

Update of the action plan for any pending items to be accelerated or marked as
completed; and

•

Update the Best Walking and Cycling Routes Map.

The evaluation will include a second round of student hands-up surveys and family takehome surveys in Fall 2017. A follow-up report will be provided to the school describing the
results of the program.

___________________________________

___________________________________

Principal Name

Principal Name

___________________________________

___________________________________

Principal Signature

Principal Signature

___________________________________

___________________________________

Date

Date
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APPENDIX A
Action Plan

Action

Details

Start

Complete

Notes

HASTe BC
Complete Best

Develop using survey data and

Routes to School

community input. Distribute map

map

to all Lord Selkirk school families.

PAC engagement

Support PAC initiatives:
-

Bike to School Week

-

PAC Walking Programs

-

Alley Awareness

Newsletter

Share information with PAC and

information

principal for school newsletters

May 2016

Fall 2016

Spring 2016

Fall 2016

Spring 2016

Fall 2016

Fall 2017

January 2018

Spring 2016

Winter/Spring In progress – request

including ATP updates and general
bike/pedestrian information.
City of Vancouver
Complete School

Track progress and collect all

Travel Plan Report

relevant ATP information into a
School Travel Plan submitted to
Lord Selkirk, Vancouver School
Board and School District 39.

Sightline

Send a notice to property owner at

improvement

southwest corner of Fleming Street

2017

will be placed for

and E 22nd Avenue with a request

trimming as hedge is

to trim hedges.

on City right-of-way

Install a marked

Review intersection of E 22nd

crosswalk and curb

Avenue at Welwyn Street/Maxwell

Spring 2016

Summer
2018/2019

In progress

Action

Details

bulge at Welwyn

Street for potential pedestrian

Street and E 22nd

crossing upgrades to improve

Avenue

comfort. Suggested location along

Start

Complete

Notes

speed hump on E 22nd Avenue just
west of Welwyn Street.
Reduce speed of

Install speed humps to reinforce 30

traffic along

km/hr school zone speed limit.

Spring 2016

Summer

In progress

2017/18

Commercial Street
and Welwyn Street
around the school
zone
Add zebra markings

To reinforce visibility of the raised

to the existing raised

crosswalk, the current parallel lines

crosswalk at

will be upgraded to zebra

Commercial Street

markings.

Spring 2016

Summer 2017

In progress

Spring 2016

Spring 2016

Complete – reviewed

and E 22nd Avenue
Review turn

Determine viability of making a “No

restrictions at

Right turn on Red” for southbound

and not

Kingsway and Knight

traffic at the intersection of

recommended at this

Street.

Kingsway and Knight Street.

time.

Intersection review

Review Kingsway and Dumfries

of Kingsway and

Street to determine design

intersection will be

Dumfries Street

solutions for pedestrian crossing

considered for future

improvements.

improvements.

Spring 2016

Long term

Complete –

Action

Details

Crosswalk and curb

Determine if pedestrian

ramp at E 20th

improvements can be made at E

Avenue and

20th Avenue and Stainsbury

Commercial Street

Avenue for those approaching the

Start
Spring 2016

Complete
Anticipated

Notes
In progress

2019

school from the north.
Pedestrian crossing

Extend east-west pedestrian

signal extension at

crossing signal at Victoria Drive

Victoria Drive and E

and E 26th Avenue.

Spring 2016

December

Complete – Victoria

2016

Drive and E 26th
Avenue will have a 2

26th Avenue

second increase in
the flashing red hand
to meet the 1 m/s
walking speed.

Pedestrian crossing

Extend north-south pedestrian

Spring 2016

Spring 2016

signal extension at

crossing signal at Kingsway and

Kingsway and Miller

Kingsway and Miller

Miller Street.

Street will have a 6

Street

Complete –

second increase to
meet the 1 m/s
walking speed.

Follow-up surveys

Conduct follow-up take-home
surveys and classroom hands-up
surveys.

Fall 2017

Fall 2017

Action

Details

Complete follow-up

Submit follow-up report after

SATP report

completion of follow-up surveys,

Start

Complete

Fall 2017

Spring 2018

Spring 2016

Fall 2016

Notes

comment on completed action
plan items, update Best Walking
and Cycling Routes Map.
Vancouver Police Department
“Think of Me”

In partnership with the school,

Program

implement a “Think of Me” program

January 2017.

targeted at speeding drivers along

Support established

Kingsway.

but not executed.

Pedestrian safety

Give pedestrian safety

presentations

presentations to the school. Focus

Fall 2016

Complete

Spring 2016

May/June

Incomplete as of

on empowering students with
information about safety and
regulations. Encourage students to
share information with parents.
HUB Cycling
Bike to School Week

Host a Bike to School Week event

event

and provide resources.

Bike rack

Provide support to the school and

Complete

2016
Spring 2016

Fall 2016

As part of the

SD39 about best practices for

Vancouver School

relocating bike racks as part of the

Board Active

development of Vancouver School

Transportation

Board’s guidebook.

Committee.

Action
Bike education

Details
Provide bike education training for

Start
Fall 2015

Complete
Complete

all Grade 4 and 5 students.

Notes
Contracted by the
City

City of Vancouver Parking Enforcement
Parking restriction at

Review restricting parking near

Commercial Street

intersection of Commercial Street

and E 20

th

Avenue/Stainsbury

Spring 2016

Summer 2016

Summer 2016

Fall 2016

at E 20th Avenue/Stainsbury
Avenue.

Avenue
Parking restriction at
nd

E 22

Avenue and

Maxwell

Consider restricting parking

Objective is to help

between Welwyn Street and

reduce

Maxwell Street on north side of E

vehicle/pedestrian

nd

Street/Welwyn

22

Avenue, or converting this

conflict during school

Street

location into a “No Stopping” zone

arrival and departure

during school pick-up/drop-off

times.

hours.
Information for

Provide information to the school

school

and PAC about parking restrictions

Fall 2016

Ongoing

Spring 2016

Ongoing

throughout neighbourhood.
ICBC
Annual Events

Share annual schedule of events

ICBC confirmed

schedule

with school and suggest events

sending messages

that might be relevant for PAC

regarding current

participation.

campaigns in
January 2017

Action

Details

Start

Complete

Lord Selkirk Elementary
Newsletter and

Identify school as a “Walking and

announcement

Cycling School”. Continue to

promotion

promote positive newsletter

Fall 2016

Ongoing

Spring 2016

May/June

announcements that support and
encourage walking and cycling.
Register for Bike to

Register and participate in Bike to

School Week

School Week. Visit

2016

https://bikehub.ca/bike-to-school
for details.
Pedestrian safety

Invite VPD to give pedestrian

presentations

safety presentations at school.

Cycling programs

Encourage staff and teachers to

Fall 2016

Fall 2016

Fall 2016

Ongoing

Fall 2016

Ongoing

Fall 2016

Ongoing

incorporate cycling into classroom
curriculum activities (tours and
trips etc.).
TravelSmart

Invite TravelSmart to facilitate a

Workshop

90-minute workshop to grade 6
and 7’s.

Register for iWalk

Register and participate in a fall

Week

iWalk or Walk & Roll Week. Visit
http://dashbc.ca/ for details.

Notes

Action

Details

Start

Complete

Notes

PAC
Bike to School Week

Organize Bike to School Week

April 2016

May 2016

Spring 2016

Ongoing

events.
Newsletter

Educate PAC and parents with
ASTPP updates (resources,
infrastructure changes, parking lot
rules, upcoming events).

Alley Awareness

Work with neighbourhood

Safety Program

residents to launch an “Alley

Spring 2016

Awareness Safety” program. Put
up signs and paint by alleys near
the school.
Intersection

Organize a parent-led “intersection

Summer 2016

TBD

Possible funds from

intervention/Tactical

intervention” as a vehicle calming

City’s Integrated

urbanism

project (see Egg Mural in Kitsilano

Graffiti Management

for example). Hold a block party

Program.

street closure celebration to paint.
Walking Wednesday

Organize a Walking Wednesday

Fall 2016

Ongoing

Use Best Routes to

program once a month. Using

School Map to

TransLink/TravelSmart PAC toolkit

support this action.

for support. Alternatively organize
a Walking School Bus from Park
and Walk locations such as the
Rona parking lot.

HANDS-UP SURVEYS
Please complete this survey, using stand-up or hands-up
methods (ask students to raise their hand’s or divide in
separate corners of the classroom) for the week of:

Monday November 23th 2015 – Friday
November 27th 2015
Teacher:____________________ Grade: _______ Division #: ____________ # Students:______

Ask students: “How did you travel to school this morning?”
Weather

Mon

Walked
/scooter

Walked
part-way*

Bicycle

School
Bus

Public
Transit

Carpool

Car

(2 or more
families)

(Just my
family)

Other?

Total

Other?

Total

Example:
Rainy/6C

Tues
Wed
Thur
Fri
Total
Avg=Total/5
not for teachers

Ask students: “How will you travel from school today?”
Weather

Mon

Walked
/scooter

Walked
part-way*

Bicycle

School
Bus

Public
Transit

Carpool

Car

(2 or more
families)

(Just my
family)

Example:
Rainy/6C

Tues
Wed
Thur
Fri
Total
Avg=Total/5
not for teachers

Walked part-way = *Walked at least one entire block. (e.g. Park & Walk)
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APPENDIX B
Student Hands-Up Survey
Questions

Selkirk Elementary
School Travel Planning

November 23, 2015
Dear Parent (Guardian):
Selkirk Elementary is taking part in the City of Vancouver’s School Travel Planning
process this school year to help reduce school traffic congestion and encourage more
students to walk, scooter or cycle on their journey to and from school.
The benefits of active school travel include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Increased safety
Improved health
Arriving alert and ready to learn
Less stress, greater happiness
Reduced traffic congestion near the school
Less pollution

Please take 8 to 10 minutes with your child(ren) who attend this school to complete this
survey. This survey will help to better understand the travel choices made by families at
Selkirk Elementary with the purpose of improving the safety and health of the school
community. You only need to submit one survey per family and return it with your
oldest child by November 27th, 2015. There will be a prize for the first classroom that
collects all of their surveys.
If you have any questions about the survey or the School Travel Planning project,
please contact: Katelyn McDougall at katelyn@hastebc.org.

Thank you,
Darrell Cavanagh
Principal

___________________________________
To protect your privacy this survey does not require you to provide your name.
All information will be kept strictly confidential.
Selkirk Elementary – City of Vancouver
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A. Family Transportation Survey
Please include the date (month/day/year) that you filled this survey out
(e.g. November / 23 / 2015):

_________________/_____/________

Please complete ONE survey per family.
1. How does your child(ren) usually get to and from school?
(If two modes are common, e.g. walking and driving, choose the one they do most often.)

CHOOSE ONLY ONE BOX FROM EACH COLUMN
TO school

FROM school

Walk / Scooter / Skate
Walk part-way (at least
one entire block)
Bicycle
School bus

¨

¨

¨

¨

¨
¨

¨
¨

Public transit (Translink)

¨

¨

Carpool (2 or more
families)

¨

¨

Car (just your family)
Other

¨
¨

¨
¨

If Other
(explain)______________________________________________________________________
2. Who usually accompanies your child on the way to school?
¨ Parent /Grandparent

¨ Other Adult

¨ Sibling

¨ Friend

¨ Child travels alone

3. How far away from school do you live? If you are not sure, check Google Maps.
¨ Less than 0.5 km

¨ 0.51 to 1.59 km

¨ 1.6 to 3 km

¨ Over 3 km

4. What language does your family speak at home?
¨ English ¨ Mandarin/Cantonese/Chinese ¨ Philippine/Tagalog ¨ Vietnamese ¨
¨ Other please specify: ________________________
Selkirk Elementary – City of Vancouver
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5. Please fill in the age and sex of your child(ren) attending this school.
Child

Age

Sex
Boy
¨
¨
¨
¨

1
2
3
4

Girl
¨
¨
¨
¨

6. Our neighbourhood is safe for children to walk to and from school. (Please circle one
answer).
STRONGLY AGREE

AGREE

DISAGREE

STRONGLY DISAGREE

ONLY ANSWER Questions 7-9 if your child/ children are usually driven
to or from school. If not, please skip to question 10
7. What are the main reasons your child(ren) is/are usually driven to/from school?
(Choose up to three)
¨ Distance from home too far
¨ Convenience/time pressures
¨ Traffic danger
¨ Personal safety issues (e.g. bullying, stranger danger, etc.)
¨ I’m on my way somewhere else (e.g. to work)
¨ Weather
¨ Other (explain)___________________________________________________________
8.

I would allow my child(ren) to walk to school if… (choose up to three)
¨ He or she did not walk alone
¨ There was a safer or improved walking route
¨ There were reduced traffic dangers
¨ He or she were older
¨ He or she did not live so far from school
¨ Other (explain)_________________________________________________________

9.

I would allow my child(ren) to cycle to school if… (choose up to three)
¨ They did not cycle alone
¨ There was a safer or improved cycling route
¨ There were reduced traffic dangers
¨ They were older
¨ They did not live so far from school
¨ They received bicycle safety training
¨ They could lock their bicycle in a safe place
¨ Other (explain)_________________________________________________________
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Everyone continue at question 10 below
10. Please share any further comments about your child’s journey to and from school.
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
11. Do you support ongoing School Travel Planning efforts to make the school area safer,
healthier and better connected to the community, reducing the number of children
travelling to and from school by car?
¨ YES

¨ NO

12. If you would like to help with School Travel Planning efforts at your school (for example
attend Parent Advisory Council (PAC) Meetings or the school Walkabout), please
provide your name, email and telephone (Optional: if you prefer to be called) below:
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

Selkirk Elementary – City of Vancouver
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B. Walking / Cycling Routes to School
MAPPING EXERCISE: FOR PARENTS & STUDENTS TO ANSWER AS A FAMILY
Please complete the following map with the WALKING or CYCLING route your
child/children take to get to and from School. If you usually drive please indicate the
route you would walk or cycle. Identify any locations that are of concern to you with a
number (e.g. 1, 2, 3) and describe these in the table below.

DO NOT DRAW DRIVING ROUTES ONLY
WALKING OR CYCLING ROUTES
Selkirk Elementary – City of Vancouver
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Describe any areas of concern in this table.
Location
(e.g. nearest
intersection)
E.g. on ___Rd
near ___St

What do you think is unsafe in this area?

E.g. Cars turn right without looking for pedestrians.

1.

2.

3.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME.
PLEASE HAVE THIS SURVEY COMPLETED ON THIS SHEET AND
RETURNED TO SCHOOL BY NOVEMBER 27st, 2015
HASTe BC (The Hub for Active School Travel) is the provincial lead
for School Travel Planning in British Columbia: (www.hastebc.org)
School Travel Planning in SD 39 is sponsored by
the City of Vancouver - http://vancouver.ca
For more information, please visit both of our websites or join
us on Facebook or Twitter.
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APPENDIX C
Family Take-Home Survey
Questions

APPENDIX D
Survey Results

Note: Data collection performed by HASTe BC

Travel Mode Share by Gender
60

Number of Respondents

50

45%
55%

38%

Walk/Scooter/Skate

40

Car

34%

Walk part-way

30

Carpool
Bicycle

20

Public transit
Other

6% 6%

10
4%

2% 3%

2% 2%
1%

1%

0
Boys

Girls

Number of Respondents

Travel Mode Share by Distance
Walk/Scooter/Skate
Car
Walk part-way
Carpool
Bicycle
Public transit
Other

70
72%
60
50
40

53%

30
20
10

33%

21%
6%

56%
74%

1%

5% 3% 6%

0
Less than 0.5 km

0.5 to 1.6 km

13%

8%

13%
3% 5% 3%

1.6 to 3 km

5%

5% 5% 5% 5%

Over 3 km

40
3%
3%

Friend

0
6%

Sibling

12%

Child travels alone

Number of Respondents
250

Other adult

160

Parent/Grandparent

Number of Respondents

Support for SATP

96%

200

150

100

50
4%

0
yes
no

Child travels with...

200

76%

120

80

Number of Respondents

10%

140

100

1

8%
6%

20

2

1%
0%
0%
0%
0%

Arabic/Somali

Persian

Korean

0
Japanese

3%
Spanish

Hindi/Punjabi

20

Filipino/Tagalog

40

Other

60

Vietnamese

Mandarin/Cantonese

English

Number of Respondents
120
49%

Language spoken at home

100

80

23%

Number of children per household
57%

120

80
37%

60

40

6%

0
0%

3
4

